FAQ – Share-Of-America


Q:  What is a Share-Of-America?

A:  A Share-Of-America is an Across-The-Board portfolio constituting Shared ownership by common stock Of all companies in America.

Q:  What does “Across-The-Board” mean in the context of Share-Of-America?

A:  “Across-The-Board” means that a Share-Of-America portfolio consists of all of the more than six thousand publicly traded companies headquartered in America trading on any stock exchange or over-the-counter. (As the New York Stock Exchange is the “Big Board,” Share-Of-America is the “Very Big Board.”)
Q:  Why would I want to invest in Share-Of-America?

A:  As an Across-The-Board portfolio, your Share-Of-America is a share of the whole Economy of America.

· Stock Market expertise, or lack thereof, has no effect on Share-Of-America.
· Share-Of-America is the least risky investment because it is the most diversified stock portfolio possible. 

· Share-Of-America has the greatest growth potential - growth is directly tied to the sustained long-term growth of the American Economy (which exceeds that of any of its constituent parts). 

· Investment overhead is extremely low due to nearly total automation (programmed fractional-stock trading).

· Market fluctuations, such as the recent Internet bubble are minimized because Share-Of-America has no market area bias – instead the portfolio is balanced to the Total Market Capitalization. 

Q:  If an Across-The-Board portfolio is so good, can I make my own equivalent portfolio rather than acquiring my Share-Of-America through Invest In America?

A:  Yes, to a degree. But, it would be cost prohibitive!

· A single Across-The-Board transaction is composed of the many separate transactions, one for each and every American company. Because stock market fees are based on transactions (among other things), the lowest individual transaction fee times the number of stocks would make a total fee of ten’s of thousands of dollars for a single Across-The-Board transaction.

· Periodic investment to build a nest egg and to gain from market fluctuations would be impractically expensive.

· Investments would have to be made on each of the various different markets including the over-the-counter market.

· You would need to trade in fractional-shares or invest in at least one share of every stock and the fractional-share transaction fees equal whole-share transaction fees. (The transaction fee could be many times the value of the stock traded.)

· With only whole shares in your portfolio, your investment would be concentrated in the least valuable companies.

· A portfolio of only whole shares is mathematically impossible to balance with the Total Market Capitalization (unless the portfolio is the total $1.34 trillion market).

· Managing the portfolio would be a daunting task even for experts.

Q:  Could I invest in a broad portfolio fund and get the advantages of the Share-Of-America Across-The-Board portfolio.

A:  Again, yes, to a degree. But no fund has yet accurately tracked the total market and those that try require significant overhead fees.

· Investment in a fund gives a share interest in that fund but no ownership of the companies in which the fund invests.

· Costly expert advice is needed to reasonably track the full market with fewer representative stocks.

· Across-The-Board investing is not done by funds for the same reasons individuals do not.

Q:  How can Invest In America support the Share-Of-America portfolio when its alternatives all seemed flawed?

A:  Automation is the key to success.  Open-source computer programs and public domain databases along with some confidential personal databases define the automated functions of Invest In America; see: FAQ – Invest In America.
Q:  Since the programs are open-source, could I form a co-op of friends and acquaintances, use the programs, own a share of the economy, and distribute the profits and costs among us? 

A:  Yes. That is Invest In America.

Q:  How do I invest in a Share-Of-America?

A:  Make an initial investment of any amount of money ($100 minimum) by check or credit card to Invest In America, the home of Share-Of-America.  
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